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The “Strengthening in the inner Being” in Søren Kierkegaard’s “Upbuilding Discourses” (1843-1844)
My current research project deals with the concept of the “strengthening in the inner being”, a metaphor originating in Plato, Philo and the Apostle Paul and used by S. Kierkegaard throughout his eighteen Upbuilding Discourses from 1843 and 1844. My goal is to define the kierkegaardian meaning of this metaphor, as well as the conditions for the strengthening, and to put this metaphor into context by relating it to its traditional / historical use, to the modern / Romantic definitions of inwardness, to the concept of the upbuilding and to Kierkegaard’s theological anthropology. I am also attempting to differentiate it from Kierkegaard’s use of this concept in his pseudonymous works, as well as to his later polemical use of the categories of the inner and outer in an anti-hegelian context, with reference to Hegel’s Science of Logics and to Johan Ludvig Heiberg’s dialectical discussion of the inner and the outer.
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